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ά hΣ L ǿŀŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪŜƴ-to the beggar-wife 

says I-¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻΩ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ  

ǿƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƻΩ ǘƘŜ ǿƘȅΧέ 

 

ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ {ǇŀŜǿƛŦŜέ ōȅ 

Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Anna Allen ð Pattonville Heights Middle School  

 
òStudents love Brianõs [Brian McNeill] humor, fast 
pace and vast knowledge. They are inspired by his 
violin and concertina playing!! Students love the 
musical selections and the arrangements Brian comes 
up with.ó  

 

 
  
Rebecca Pantano ð Parkway West Middle School  
 
òI loved every minute of it! Diane McCullough was 
wonderful to work with! Very organized! Please, 
please, please consider Parkway West Middle School 
again!ó  
 

 

Brian McNeill works with students at Parkway Central High School  
photo by Jacqueline France  

 
  
Suzanne Harlamert ð McCluer North High and Cross Keys 
Middle School  
 
òMy students love this workshop and so do I. The middle 
school students re ally ôstep up to the plateõ to get the 
work done in that week with Mr. McNeill. Diane works 
very hard to make sure all details are taken care of. She 
does an amazing amount of preparation and coordination 
to get everything to work.ó  
 
 

 

Students at Parkway  Central Middle  School  
photo by Jacqueline France  

MMiissssii oonn  SStt aatt eemm eenntt   
 

In the belief that music and the arts are key to connecting cultures and understanding our roots,

Scottish Partnership for Arts and Education is dedicated to supporting Scottish Traditional Arts 

and Artists and to providing cultural experiences and educational opportunities in Scottish 

Traditional Arts in St. Louis area schools.



 

Unpublished copyright SPAE 2010                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 3 

 

A Message from the Artistic Director 
 

February 17, 2010 

 

Dear SPAE Members, 

 
Thanks to the loyal support of our members and grants from the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency, and the Regional 

Arts Commission, the Scottish Partnership for Arts and Education served the St. Louis region for the third year.  In spite 

of the current economic slump, we were able to offer three weeks of fiddle workshops, two weeks of Scots song 

workshops and featured three Scottish artists in concert at The Focal Point.  

 
Our 2009 season commenced in May with a lecture demonstration by Professor Willie Ruff of Yale University.  His 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ [ƛƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ DŀŜƭƛŎ tǎŀƭƳ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ aǳǎƛŎέΣ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊ DǊƻǾŜǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ 

Church.   His research on this subject is unique among musicologists.  

 
September 27 through October 10 saw the expansion of our Artists in Residence Workshops.  Brian McNeill taught 

Scottish traditional fiddle at McCluer North High School and Cross Keys Middle School in the Ferguson/Florissant School 

District; at Pattonville Heights Middle School, Pattonville High School, Parkway Central High School and Middle School, 

Parkway West High School and Middle School, and Parkway North High School.  In addition he taught a live/interactive 

remote broadcast for HEC-TV Live in the ArtiǎǘΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛƻΦ   /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ tǳƎƘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ {Ŏƻǘǎ ǎƻƴƎ ŀǘ [ȅƻƴǎ ŀǘ .ƭƻǿ Y-8, Gateway 

Middle School, St. Margaret of Scotland, and St. Elizabeth Academy in St. Louis City; at McCluer North High School and 

Cross Keys Middle School; and at Young Voices Northwest (Jefferson County).  The students gave a wonderful 

culminating concert at Logan College of Chiropractic.  We filled their 920 seat theatre.  We continued our relationship 

with the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and five more students achieved qualification on levels four and 

five of the National Scottish Traditional Fiddle Exams.  

 
Concerts at The Focal Point began in September with the return of Jim Malcolm and continued in October with first, 

.Ǌƛŀƴ aŎbŜƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ƴŜǿ /5Σ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭǘƛŎ ǘŀŜ .ȅȊŀƴǘƛǳƳέΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ tǳƎƘΣ 

accompanied by local guitarist, Mark Clark.  These concerts were all well attended and enthusiastically received.  

Plans for 2010 include our Artists in Residence workshops with Brian McNeill (assisted by Sara Ann Cull) and Caroline 

Pugh with new co-teacher Dominique Dodge.  St. Charles schools will be included for the first time.  Our concerts at The 

Focal Point and a new cooperative effort with Tionol (Celtic music workshops), where SPAE will bring back Ed Miller, will 

round out the new season. 

 
These rich cultural experiences cannot be done without your help.  We hope that SPAE can continue to count on your 

loyal support to bring these valuable opportunities to students, teachers and the general public in St. Louis.  Thank you 

for all that you do! 

 
All the Best, 
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Photos in the classroom at Parkway West Middle School  

 
Jacqueline France, photographer  

 

 

200 9 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Artists -in -Residence Workshops and Concerts  

 

May 20 ð Willie Ruff presents òThe Line Connecting Gaelic Psalm Singing to American Musicó at 

 Webster Groves Presbyt erian Church.  

September 12ð Jim Malco lm concert at the Focal Point .  

September 2 8 ð October 9 ð Artists in Residence workshops in local schools . 

October 3 ð Brian McNeill  in Concert at the Focal Point . 

October 9 ð All students involved in the Artists in Re sidence workshops  perfo rm as their 

culminating event.  Performance at Logan Chiropractic College.  

October 10 - Caroline Pugh  in Concert at the Focal Point . 

October 14 ð Brian McNeill òInside the Artistõs Studioó on HEC-TV ð Live workshop with students 

from  Cross Keys Middle School presented at 10 AM and 1 PM.  

 



 

Unpublished copyright SPAE 2010                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 5 

 

 

 

Imagine Academy 2 nd and 3 rd 
graders wi th Sara and Ruairidh.  

Students at Gateway Middle School 

practice with Caroline Pugh.  

 
photo by Michael Herron  

St. Margaret of Scotland vocal 

students warming up for the Student 

Culminating Concert . 

 
 photo by Chris Fulton  

 

Yale Professor Willie Ruff presented his research on the 
centuries old a  cappella form of congregational  church 
singing still sung by far πflung  congregations from the 

Scottish  Hebrides to African πAmerican  congregations in 

the Deep South, to  remote churches  in Appalachia and  the 
Indian Territory of Oklahoma.  


